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NOMINATION FORM FOR INDUCTION
FOR RECOGNITION IN THE NATIONAL FRESH WATER FISHING HALL OF FAME
(Return to P.O. Box 690, 10360 Hall of Fame Drive, Hayward, Wisconsin 54843
Phone: 715-634-4440)

Submitted by: Name of Nominator: Gary Sauvageau, President FM
Walleyes Unlimited. Inc.
Address: P.O. Box 1079
City: Moorhead
State/Province: MN
Zip: 56560
Phone: 701-866-1330
Induction Categories: (See inside)
| submit the above candidate for consideration in the: (Check one)
_ Enshrinement Category:
_ Legendary Angler Category:
_ Legendary Communicator Category:
_ Legendary Fishing Guide Category:
_ Special Recognition Category:
X Organization/Corporate or Government Entity
Annual Award Category:
If Living:
Name of Candidate: FM Walleyes Unlimited, Inc.
Address: P.O. Box 1079
City: Moorhead
State/Province: MN
Zip: 56560
Phone: N/A
Next of Kin Relationship:
If Deceased: Name of Candidate:
Place of Achievement:
Born (Year): Died (Year):
Next of Kin Relationship
Address: City:

State/Province:
Zip:
Country:
Phone:
References: See attached letters of

reference

1. Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

2. Name:

Address: Phone Number:

3. Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Please submit a concise narrative stating what the candidate did, or is in progress of doing, wherein the process
has or will benefit the fishing industry or fraternity of a region, the nation, or the world.




INCORPORATED

FM Walleyes Unlimited, Inc. History

FM Walleyes Unlimited, Inc. (FM Walleyes Unlimited) was founded in 1977 under
the mission of “promoting conservation, sportsmanship and education in respect to
walleye fishing”. The founding members recognized that through good habits of
taking fish with sportsmanlike conduct, better fishing would result for all. Initial
objectives set forth in the club bylaws by the founding members included:

* Awareness of sportsmanlike habits and conduct.

* Conservation of the taking, release of and the stocking of walleye in area
lakes. Learning what members could do to improve lake conditions,
access to lakes and facilities available in local areas.

¢ Sharing of techniques, location and information.

* Demonstrations of new equipment and techniques by club members and
fishing equipment manufacturers and their representatives.

* Sharing of facilities, equipment & techniques during club sponsored
outings.

Since that time FM Walleyes Unlimited has experienced extensive growth, change
and taken on additional responsibility. Over time the focus on its mission has not
been lost and members of this organization, both old and new, have always
embraced the opportunity share their passion for the sport that they love in ways
that invite and nurture that passion in others.

FM Walleyes Unlimited is a charter member of the Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame.



Youth Education

Promoting conservation and sportsmanship has been manifested in the education of
youth both inside of the organization and within the community. Members of FM
Walleyes Unlimited have recognized that through our youth comes the future of the
sport they enjoy. Youth education through FM Walleyes Unlimited is multi-faceted
and has evolved through the many years of the organization’s existence.

FM Walleyes Unlimited has built a strong partnership with the Northern Lights
Council of Boy Scouts of America to facilitate youth education. As along time
supporter of the Northern Lights Council, FM Walleyes Unlimited has provided on-
going funding used to purchase and maintain boats, motors, an ice house and
supplies for the fishing and boating merit badge stations at Camp Wilderness in
Northern Minnesota. FM Walleyes Unlimited members provide learning stations
and volunteer instruction during the “Hooked On Scouting” events each spring as
the council recruits new boys and their families into scouting. The 2010 Hooked On
Scouting events attendance included 88 boys and their families.

Partnerships with the YMCA, Fargo Park District and River Keepers provide further
opportunity for FM Walleyes Unlimited to educate youth in our community and
region. During the month of January the YMCA conducts an ice fishing clinic (held
indoors) to provide fun and learning for community youth. While the YMCA
provides games and prizes, FM Walleyes provides six learning stations focused on



ice fishing and ice safety along with volunteers for each of the stations. This event
averages 150 kids each year. In June, the Fargo Park District, River Keepers and FM
Walleyes Unlimited sponsor and conduct the Lil’ Fisherman’s Derby on the Red
River of the North. This event includes six learning stations followed by a fishing
contest on the river. FM Walleyes Unlimited provides the learning stations and
volunteers to teach and assist at each station. This event averages nearly 200 youth
and their families each year.

Early on, FM Walleyes Unlimited partnered with the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department to provide classes such as “North Dakota Aquatic Education Program -
Sport Fish Restoration”, and “Hooked On Fishing, Not Drugs!”. During the 1990’s FM
Walleyes Unlimited utilized the “Pathways To Fishing” program to facilitate youth
education. FM Walleyes Unlimited member volunteers would often travel to
communities throughout the region to conduct a “Pathways” seminar.

More recently FM Walleyes University, a youth education program developed and
facilitated by members, has provided opportunities for youth to learn about a
variety of fishing related subjects in an intensive, “hands on” environment. Topics
such as; Ice Fishing Safety, Basics of Sonar & GPS and Making Your Own Fishing
Tackle are conducted the hour prior to regular club meetings. Periodically, FM
Walleyes University holds longer, more in depth classes. Boater’s Safety and
Building a Custom Rod are examples of this type of class. In the Boater’s Safety class
the attendees learned the necessities of safe watercraft operation through a series of
30 minute stations. Following the instruction, participants were able to take the
Boater’s Safety Exam and attain a certificate of completion. The custom rod class,
taught by FM Walleyes Unlimited member and professional rod builder Chuck
DeRemer, allowed a dozen youth to build their own custom spinning rod from start
to finish. Supplies and facilities for these classes are provided by FM Walleyes
Unlimited.

Funding for FM Walleyes Unlimited youth education programs is supported through
raffling a one-of-a-kind custom built rod and reel combo.



Adult Education

Educating youth and passing on the passions for fishing doesn’t end once those
children grow up and become adults. FM Walleyes Unlimited is committed to
continuing to provide educational opportunities for anglers and outdoor enthusiasts
of all ages.

Regular meetings are the primary vehicle to provide adult education opportunities.
These meetings are held monthly September through November and January
through May, are free of charge and open to the public. Featured speakers include
nationally recognized professional anglers, wildlife/fisheries experts and
angling/boating product experts, many of which have been inducted into the
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame including Gary Roach, Mike McClelland, Bob Probst,
Gary Parsons, Keith Kavajecz, Tom Neustrom and Marv Koep. The November
meeting, “Angler’s Night On Ice” is dedicated to the sport of winter angling, featuring
a speaker from this facet of the industry. Likewise, the March meeting, “Angler’s
Night Out” is focused on the upcoming soft water season and features the most
prominent speaker of the year. “Angler’s Night” speakers have included Fresh
Water Fishing Hall of Fame personalities such as Ted Takasaki, Tony Dean, Babe
Winkelman and Ron Schara.



Community Outreach

The sharing of a boat for an afternoon of fishing is a special thing to members of FM
Walleyes Unlimited. During the first week of June this is exactly what FM Walleyes
Unlimited volunteers do for veterans of the United States military. The event,
“Thank You Veterans Fishing Outing” on Big Cormorant Lake is a collaborative effort
between the Fargo Moorhead YMCA, the Fargo Veteran’s Hospital, the North Dakota
Veteran’s Home in Lisbon, ND, the local Muskies, Inc. chapter and FM Walleyes
Unlimited. The YMCA buses veterans from the V.A. Hospital and the North Dakota
Veterans Home to Camp Cormorant where club members from Muskies, Inc. and FM
Walleyes Unlimited donate their time, boat and fishing equipment to provide the
veterans with an afternoon of fishing. It is a special time when age and/or
disabilities are forgotten and “what’s on the end of my line?” is in the forefront of
their mind. It is a way for the volunteer anglers to say “thank you”, while it pales in
comparison to the sacrifices that these veterans have given to protect the freedoms
we all enjoy. When the fishing is concluded all involved gather back at the camp to
enjoy a barbeque and fish stories followed by a recognition and awards ceremony
for the veterans.

FM Walleyes Unlimited members also volunteer their time, boat and fishing
equipment as part of the “Take A Kid Fishing” event held each year at Cedar Crest
Resort on White Earth Lake. This event, coordinated by FM Walleyes Unlimited
members Mike and Pam Miller, provides fishing opportunities for approximately
150 children. Fishing on White Earth Lake takes place in the morning followed by
lunch and awards at Cedar Crest Resort. For many of the children taking part in this
event it will be the only opportunity they have to fish from a boat. Everyone truly
appreciates the excitement and enthusiasm for the day that is shown by the kids
involved.



Regional Fisheries Management Impact

In line with its founding principles, FM Walleyes Unlimited made an early
commitment to support fisheries management and access to public fishing waters in
its home region. FM Walleyes Unlimited has and continues to work toward this goal
by donating funds to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Detroit Lakes
and Fergus Falls regions to be used to pay for leases for walleye fry rearing ponds.
The fry raised in the ponds leased with funds donated by FM Walleyes Unlimited go
to stocking area lakes that do not allow the netting of walleye. Each season 50 to 60
ponds are leased with funds donated by FM Walleyes Unlimited.

FM Walleyes Unlimited has also donated funds to improve lake access throughout
its history. Docks and lighting used at four public accesses in the region were
purchased with funds donated by FM Walleyes Unlimited. These public accesses,
two on Pelican Lake and two on Big Cormorant Lake are used frequently by anglers
throughout the season and during the FM Walleyes Unlimited Classic Cup
Tournaments.

In addition, FM Walleyes Unlimited donated funds used to purchase an ice fishing
house for YMCA Camp Cormorant. This ice house is used as a shelter and base camp
winter activities on the lake at the camp and doubles during the soft water season as
a beach shed for the camp.



Walleye Lines

Published ten times per year, Walleye Lines is the official publication of FM Walleyes
Unlimited. This newsletter, published since the founding of FM Walleyes Unlimited,
provides a vehicle for communicating official club business, announcements,
calendar of events, and general fishing information to members and others in the
region. Current distribution is over 500 copies per issue distributed in hard copy
and electronic format. Each member of FM Walleyes Unlimited is provided a
subscription to this newsletter as part of their annual membership dues and
allowed to choose whether to receive it in the mail or via e-mail. Additional copies
are distributed regionally to sporting goods stores and bait shops and provided to
patrons free of charge. A typical edition of Walleye Lines in the early days consisted
of 3-4 pages and has grown to its current 10-12 page format. Most articles are
written by club members with additional content provided by professional anglers,
and industry experts.

FM Walleyes Unlimited has participated in the social networking phenomenon of
the past several years in creating and maintaining a Facebook page. This page is
used as another communication tool to pass on information about club events and
provide information to the public about the mission of FM Walleyes Unlimited and
activities taking place within the organization. At current count, the FM Walleyes
Unlimited Facebook page has 468 fans.



Grassroots Political Involvement

With the intent to impact the sport of fishing on a local and regional level,
representatives of FM Walleyes Unlimited have continually been involved in and in
contact with government agencies and lawmakers responsible for the regulation of
the sport. This involvement has allowed the organization an opportunity to provide
feedback and grassroots information to those who make decisions at the state and
local level.

FM Walleyes Unlimited has been an active member of the North Dakota Sport
Fishing Congress since it’s inception. This organization represents anglers and
sport fishing organizations throughout North Dakota as one common voice to the
legislature and other policy making individuals. Members of FM Walleyes Unlimited
regularly attend the NDSFC annual meeting and provide feedback regarding issues
affecting anglers in their home region.

Barry Chouinard, FM Walleyes Unlimited current treasurer and tournament director
has taken the lead in representing the club and its members within the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources. Barry initially participated in the Minnesota DNR
Walleye Advisory Committee. This citizen group, open to the public, provides an
avenue to share feedback with DNR officials regarding the regulation of walleye
fishing throughout the state. Participation in this group led Barry to another
opportunity with an invitation to the Minnesota DNR Round Table. This group of
citizens, DNR biologists and officials digs deeper into the details of the state’s
walleye stocking program. Providing further opportunity to share feedback and
input with policy makers and facilitating the flow of valuable information back to
FM Walleyes Unlimited’s members. Lastly, but certainly not least, Barry was
nominated by the governor of Minnesota to participate in the Minnesota Walleye
Stamp Committee, tasked with exploring and implementing the current Minnesota
Walleye Stamp in 2009.



Club Outings & Tournaments

Providing opportunities for member of FM Walleyes Unlimited to share their
knowledge of angling with fellow anglers is a large part of what has made this
organization successful. Events such as the club picnic and dinner dance provide a
social opportunity for members while club outings and FM Walleyes Unlimited
sponsored tournaments provide an opportunity to compete with other anglers on
regional lakes.

The FM Walleyes Unlimited club picnic, held each year in place of the club meeting,
allows members to gather in a social setting, exchange fishing stories, share
information about area lakes, techniques and strategies. Again in January the FM
Walleyes Unlimited Dinner Dance allows members and others to gather for dinner,
socialize and participate in raffles and drawings from which funds are used to
support FM Walleyes Unlimited activities.

Held from April through August, FM Walleyes Unlimited club outings provide a
family friendly opportunity to gather with other members and fish in a competitive
event at an area lake. The schedule of lakes is determined each winter and
published in the Walleye Lines for those who may be interested. Participants gather
at a campground or park on or near that lake for a weekend of fishing and
socializing. The competition does not include a monetary component, but rather the
prestige of a cumulative year end traveling trophy awarded in both adult and youth
divisions.

FM Walleyes Unlimited sponsors three tournaments throughout the year. Two of
these tournaments are long standing events, which together make the FM Walleyes
Unlimited Classic Cup. The Classic Cup tournaments are made up of the Pelican



Lake Spring Classic and the Cormorant Fall Classic on Big Cormorant Lake. The
Spring Classic just completed its 24th year in May of 2010 and the Fall Classic will be
celebrating its 28t anniversary in September 2010. Both tournaments are run
under the guidance of an FM Walleyes Unlimited tournament director and staff of
volunteers. In promoting conservation and sportsmanship both events are live
release tournaments. Funds raised by these events are used to support FM Walleyes
Unlimited programs.

In recent years FM Walleyes Unlimited has taken on another tournament
sponsorship as the co-sponsor of the Devils Lake, North Dakota Angler-Young
Angler regional tournament. This event, in its third year of existence in 2010,
provides an opportunity for teams of one adult and two youth under the age of 17 to
participate in a competitive tournament against their peers. FM Walleyes Unlimited
has entered into a partnership in the sponsorship of this event with the Lake Region
Anglers Association, an organization similar to FM Walleyes Unlimited based out of
Devils Lake, North Dakota. The responsibility for preparation and operation of this
event is shared by members of both clubs.

In another collaborative effort, FM Walleyes Unlimited partnered with the Walleye
Anglers Association of Manitoba to create the Lake Winnipeg Ice Fishing Excursion.
This event, held each year in March brings members of FM Walleyes Unlimited
across the international border to Selkirk, MB to fish for trophy greenback walleyes
on Lake Winnipeg. The purpose of this event was to facilitate the social interaction
of members of both clubs in addition to access to a world class fishery.



Outdoor Sports Industry Impact

Hard work and dedication to the sport they love has allowed several FM Walleyes
Unlimited members to launch successful careers in the fishing industry. These
individuals include:

* Richard Knutson - founder, Genetron Technology

* Gary Korsgarden - outdoor writer & In-Fisherman contributor

e Mike Miller - outdoors radio host and personality

* Chuck DeRemer - custom rod builder

* Cody Roswick - former Lund Boats pro staff manager and current NPAA
board member and Berkley district sales manager

¢ Kurt Kainz - former Lund Boats pro staff manager

* LaMar VanDame - former G3 Boats pro staff manager

* Dave Bartness - Fishing products manufacturer, distributor and
innovator

* Tom Backer - Professional tournament angler and guide

* Dave Randash - Professional tournament angler and guide

* Corey Heiser - Professional tournament angler

* Brian Bjorkman - Professional tournament angler

* Don Denning - Professional tournament angler

* Chad Maloy - Professional tournament angler

¢ Kevin Olmstead - Fished in the first PWT tournament, Mille Lacs Lake
1990; professional guide on Lake Of The Woods

¢ Brian Olmstead - Fished in the first PWT tournament, Mille Lacs Lake
1990
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